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Shah’s Com

The lengthy, incestuous and perhaps
Uegal relationship between the former
shah of Iran and top policymakers in
Washington may finally get the long

verdue official scrutiny it deserves.

Rep. George Hansen—the maverick
Idaho Republican who went to Tehran
twice to negotiate for release of the
American hostages—has conducted his
own investigation of the sweetheart rela-
tionships the shah developed with
Washington's high and mighty.

Working with a staff of three in-
vestigators, the congressman has de-
tailed his findings in secret reports to

‘two House commitiees, Intellicence and

Banking, and has demanded a fullscale
inquiry. ’ v
ifansen’s conelusions tend to confirm
stories I have been reporting since 1974,
Numerous high officials—including for-
mer president Nixon, former secretaries
of state Henry Kissinger and William
Rogers, and former CIA director Richard
Heims—slavishly kowtowed to the shah,
actively kelped build Iran into a militacy
power ard stood by while the royal dic-
tator pushed oil prices into the strato-
sphere. .

The favors they received, in turn, from
the occupant of the Peacock Thrope
came perilonsly close to bribery in some
cases.

Hansen is convinced that the hearings
he calls for would rot only inform the
American public of the misguided poli-
cies that put the United States into its
present humiliating predicament in Iran,
but also would probably secure-the re-
lease of the hostages. Indeed, he claims
to have evidence that prompt congres-
sional hearings could have brought the
hostages home last November. -

The two committee chairrpen Hansen

reported to—Reps. Edvward Boland (D
Mass) and Henry Reuss {(D-Wis)—are

tough-minded 2nd independent enough .

to pursue the requested inquiries no

- matter how high the embarrassment
! reachss. And Hansen's evidence suggesis

that it reaches to the top levels of Wash-
ington officialdom.

The shah’s atfinity for former secre-
taries of state is detailed in several parts
of Hansens reports. Hansen quotes at
length from my coluraa of Dec. 10, 1979,
charging that Kissinger conid have dis-
suaded the shah from leading the ruin-
ous oil price rise in 1973, but “held back
to accommodate the shah—an incredible

favor worth untold billions” to the mon- -
arch. Hansen also describes how Kissin- -

ger and his current employer, Chase

- Manhattan Bank Chairmnan David Rocke-

feller, pressured President Carter to let

* the shah into this country last October
* despite clear warnings that American

personnel in Tehran might be taken nos-
tage as a result. :

Some of Hansen’s more serious revela-
tions concern Kissinger's predecessor,
Rogers. For example:

e Within three rnonths after he resig-
ned from cffice, Rogers furned up as di-
rector of the shah’s Pahlavi Foundation
and appeared as “the attorney of record
for the shal’s relatives and his bank, the
Bank of Omran.” There was at the time,

~ Hansen notes, a statute that made it a
- criminal offense {o act, within one vear

of leaving the government, “on behalf of

" anyone other than the United States in

any matter which was within one’s juris-

. diction as a government officer.” Rogers

“appears to have forgotten the conflict

) _;tatute,” Hansen observed.

e According to officials of the Pahlavi

, Foundation, whose only asset in_this

. for the shah’s foundation., .

ections in U.D, Detailed

tountry was an office building on ¥ijth |
- Avenuein New York, Rogers and his law
firm were paid 335,000 a month for legal- |
services—a total of more than $1 million, ;

Hansen reports. “A legitimate question,

b

i

arises of whether the foundation was: :

merely a conduit to pay the legal fees for: :

services of the Rogers firm to snembers .

Of the royal family,” Hansen concluded. * !

* Furthermore, Hansen notes, “I can find : |

no evidence that either Mr. Rogers or his; ;
firm registered as agents for a foreign ; |
governiment” while representing the- !

Pahlavi Foundation and the shah, as re-" |

quired by law. e

» Finally, Hansen charges that Rogers
may have played “a major vart in a se-;
ries of events” that eventually led to the;

- fateful decision to admit the shah to the:

United States. i - +

I have some-additinpal evidence that :
T've voluntarily shared with riansen. Ins
June 1674, 1 was tracking down rumors’
toat the shah bhad given Jarge sums of ;

1noney to the Nixon reelection cam: .

paign. Out of nowhere, Rogers called me?
and categoricaliy denied the story. R

‘Then Rogers’ law firm followed up*
with a telegram stating the firm bad.
been “retained by the embassy of Iran”;

to communicate with me on the Nixon- !

shah story. This, too, was less than a year| |

after Rogers’ departure from govern-
ment in September 1973. o

My associates Joe Spear and Gary:
Coha called Rogers’ office three times,
for comment on Hansen's charges, but:
were told he was tco busy to talk. On re-,

quest, they put their inquiries in writing,””
‘but had received no response by the-

time I went to press. In the past, Rogers;
denied any conilict of interest, Insisting:
that he handled only “real estate work’™:
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